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the need for knowledge and skill is so great. The child's
biological needs continually exceed his ability to satisfy
them; his reach exceeds his grasp. Under such intense
natural motivation the most effective learning may be
expected.
Conditions of Effective Learning. — Some children learn
more rapidly than others. This difference in rate o£ learn-
ing can be accounted for by structural and environmental
factors. The quality and form of the neural structures are
the primary determinant of the level of a child's ability to
learn. Some children are inherently more educable than
others.
The stimuli to action which arise in the environment
likewise play a part in learning, especially in learning of
the more complex type. Some environments are stimulat-
ing beyond the normal range; and accordingly encourage
learning. For that reason guidance of infants and small
children consists chiefly in studying their previous develop-
ment, appraising, it, and making their environment more*
conducive to effective, socially useful learning. Guidance
likewise consists in showing them, or better still, helping
them to discover for themselves, the most appropriate re-
sponses to particular situations.
Helping a child make a more effective response in a given
situation is training in its best sense. Parents ^should recog-
nize more fully the importance of both patience and teach-
ing. They cannot expect children to learn the ways of this
world quickly and without instruction. During the first two
years instruction consists chiefly of showing the child better
ways ot meeting difficulties and satisfactory substitutes for
fear, rage, and jealousy. As Stoddard and Wellman 4 pointed
out, training differs, from practice in being "analytical, selec-
tive, and purposive/* Practice which is mere repetition pro-
vides the least effective condition for learning.
Through an extensive series of laboratory experiments
4 George D. Stoddard and Beth L. Wellman, Child Psychology, p. 191.
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